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Business booming in Fort Mill's Baxter Village
By Jenny Overman -  joverman@fortmilltimes.com

Despite a rocky economy, Baxter Town Center is having a “banner year,”
according to developer Clear Springs Development.

In 2010, Baxter has welcomed eleven new tenants, making the retail space on Baxter at 97 percent
capacity. The center also boasts more than 1,100 jobs within its 450,000 square feet of office, retail
and civic spaces.

Baxter’s Town Center is located within Baxter
Village, which is home to more than 1,200
families. That built-in market, many of whom
are in walking distance of the Town Center’s
shops, restaurants and offices, helps benefit
the businesses calling the Town Center home,
according to a Clear Springs Development
press release.

Baxter’s Town Center began development
more than a decade ago, long before the
recession, and Kerri Robusto, director of
marketing, sales and leasing for Clear Springs,
said Baxter got a firm footing in the
marketplace and continues to be strong and
vibrant.

“We are leasing space and selling houses
because we are a proven development with all
our amenities in place. Our pedestrian-
oriented village blends commercial,
residential and civic uses together, and it
really puts merchants back in the heart of
everyday life,” Robusto said.

Aaron Ligon, broker for The Kuester Companies, said all of Fort Mill is seeing an increase in leasing
activity. A few notable projects, he said, are Asian Roll and Grill in the Stonecrest shopping center in
Tega Cay, as well as Digby’s Pizza, which opened recently at the Shoppes at Town Square at the
corner of Tom Hall Street and Doby’s Bridge Road in Fort Mill’s downtown area. Ligon also recently
negotiated a lease that will bring a local restaurant operator into the spot formerly occupied by
Chicken Shak in Town Square.

“Over the last eight months retail and office leasing has picked up significantly in the local area,”
Ligon said. “What Baxter is seeing is not unusual in the Fort Mill area, or the [Hwy] 521 area.”

Leasing activity began to pick up in December of last year, Ligon added, but said that it has not yet
approached the pre-recession levels.

“What we’re seeing is approaching, I think, a more stabilized point in the local market where previous
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vacant space is being absorbed and the vacancy is at a more normal level than it was last year,” Ligon
said.
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